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The Metropolitan Community Churches Global Justice Institute by Mel Bryant

The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches was founded in October, 
1968 by The Reverend Elder Troy D. Perry when 
12 people responded to an ad in the local Los 
Angeles paper and attended a worship service in 
his living room.  Forty-three years ago, MCC was 
founded with a three prong mission: 

Community • Salvation • Social Action 
Today, the Global Justice Institute of Metropolitan 
Community Churches is revitalizing that vision 
and focusing its efforts on social action/global 
justice the way our founder first envisioned it.  
Our Moderator, The Reverend Elder Nancy Wilson 
was the originator of the Global Justice Team, the 
Interfaith/Ecumenical Team and the Theologies 
Team. The Reverend Pat Bumgardner was the 
original Chair of the Board of Directors and 
Executive Director of the Global Justice Institute. 
Originally, global justice activists from around the 
globe worked under the umbrella of Metropolitan 
Community Churches, fighting for the human 
rights of LGBTQI people. As these activists 
worked as field operatives would, it was soon 
realized that the Global Justice Team needed to 
develop a Board of Directors to shape policies 
and to secure funding to support the work of 
these activists on the ground. Furthermore, the 
reality is that many funders have clauses in their 
by-laws precluding them providing funding to 
any religious based institution. 
To create the necessary infrastructure and to 
ensure necessary funding, the Global Justice 
Insitute was formed as the Social Justice arm 
of Metropolitan Community Churches. Thanks to 
the pro bono work of MCC New York’s attorney, 
Marvin N. Bagwell, the Global Justice institute is 
well on its way to a 501(c)(3) status, separate 
from Metropolitan Community Churches, opening 

it up to more funding possibilities. 
The Institute, as is required of any not-for-
profit, has established a Board of Directors. The 
Board consists of The Reverend Elder Nancy 
Wilson, Moderator, Metropolitan Community 
Churches; The Reverend Pat Bumgardner, 
Metropolitan Community Churches, Chairperson, 
Board of Directors; John Hassell, Director UN 
AIDS Washington Field Office; Grace Poore, 
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission; Scott Long, Yale University Fellow
Pastor Joseph Tolton, The Fellowship; Sharon 
Groves, Director of Religious Programming, 
Human Rights Campaign. 
Reverend Pat will also serve as the Executive 
Director of the Institute. 
This next step will only contribute to the already 
established work of Reverend Pat and the 
Global Justice Team. Work that allowed three 
Lesbians in Pakistan to attend and graduate 
from esthetician school. Work that inspired 
20 individuals in Malaysia, including Good 
Samaritan MCC New York’s Pastor Joe, to come 
out publicly and create their own “It Gets Better” 
video. Work that has opened the door for MCC 
New York’s Reverend Boon Lin Ngeo to connect 
with activists in China and Malaysia. 
The goal is that the Global Justice Institute in New 
York City act as a hub for Global Justice Institutes 
around the globe in places such as Romania, 
where the Reverend Elder Diane Fisher has 
incorporated an NGO and Capetown, South Africa 
where Sharon Cox has incorporated an NGO.  
The Institute is also working behind the scenes 
on asylum issues and Reverend Pat and Pastor 
Tolton are planning a trip to Africa to meet with 
activists there to brainstorm on how to best 
support their hopes and dreams for justice and 

equality. MCC Toronto has established refugee 
ministry as one its main focuses as a community 
of faith, directing its resources towards the 
creation of sanctuary for people needing safe 
space, to escape persecution for simply being 
who they are. 
There is a reaon Metropolitan Community 
Churches is referred to as “The Human Rights 
Church.”  It is not only the belief in, but the work 
for equality, for dignity and for freedom for all 
of God's beloveds around the globe.  May God 
continue to Bless this Work.
 

Heritage of Pride recently announced that The 
Reverend Pat Bumgardner, MCC New York’s 
Senior Pastor and Chair of the Moderator’s Global 
Justice Team, has accepted their invitation to 
serve as one of the co-grand marshalls for the 
annual Heritage of Pride March to be held on 
Sunday, June 26, 2011. Dan Savage and the 

Imperial Court of New York will also serve as 
co-grand marshalls. 
On its website, Heritage of Pride says, the March is 
held every year “To commemorate the Stonewall 
Riots, our lives, and our community...”

Look for more information in the Pride issue of 

The Query in June.

Congratulations, Reverend Pat! This is a well-
deserved honor for your work for our community 
both locally and globally. We are very proud of 
you and look forward to marching with you that 
last Sunday in June.

Metropolitan Community 
Church of New York
446 West 36th Street
New York, NY 10018

The Query Quarterly/Spring 2011

Celebrate Easter at MCCNY!
Good Friday Service, Friday, April 22, 7:00 p.m. 
Lavender Light Singing! The Reverend Dr. Troy D. Perry, Founder, 
Metropolitan Community Churches, preaching!

Easter Banquet, Saturday, April 23, 3:00 p.m. 
Union Theological Seminary

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 23, 7:00 p.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Troy D. Perry preaching!

Easter Sunday, Sunday, April 24 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Liturgy, 11 a.m. Celebration Liturgy,
7 p.m. Praise and Worship Liturgy
The Reverend Dr. Troy D. Perry preaching!

Gala Receptions following all services!

Join us on April 23, 2011 at 3 p.m. for 
our annual Easter Awards Banquet 
at Union Theological Seminary. 
This year we will be celebrating the 
accomplishments of Lt. Dan Choi, 
Cheer NY and Tabatha Coffey. And, as 
always, there will be some surprise 
awardees. The Reverend Troy Perry 
will serve as our honorary host for 
the banquet. Entertainment will 
be provided by Brooklyn musician 
Miranda Zickler and there will be a 
special performance by the Cheer NY 
squad. Tickets are only $40 so email 
deacon Bradley Curry at bradley@
mccny.org or call the church at 212-
629-7440 to make a reservation!

2011 Easter BanquetMCC New York in the New York 
City AIDS Walk This Year
Last year, 44 MCC New Yorkers and their family 
and friends made up the MCC New York AIDS Walk 
that raised $3,500.23 to benefit the Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis (GMHC), the world's oldest HIV/AIDS 
organization! Help us surpass these numbers for 
the 2011 walk!

Join the MCCNY team this year and help us raise 
much needed funds for GMHC as they work to end 
the AIDS epidemic and uplift the lives of all those 
who are affected in New York City.

To join the MCCNY team, visit http://www.aidswalk.
net/newyork/index.html and click on Join a Team. 
Then look for Metropolitan Community Church of 
New York. If you cannot participate in the actual walk, 
please consider registering as a Virtual Walker or 

sponsoring an MCC New Yorker who is already 
registered by visiting the website!

The Walk takes place on Sunday, May 15, 2011. 
The Opening Ceremony Begins at 9:15 a.m. and 
the Walk begins at 10 a.m. The Walk will start and 
end in Central Park.

For more information or to see pictures from 
previous walks, visit www.facebook.com/mccny.

(photo by Casey Easterling)

Some of MCCNY ’s 2010 AIDS Walk participants.

Reverend Pat to Serve as Co-Grand Marshall for New York City Pride by Mel Bryant



Dear Friends and Family, 
Resurrection. The Reverend Miller Hoffman, one of MCC New York’s most beloved, 
and funniest, pastors, preached an amazing sermon on Resurrection yesterday.  Not 
THAT resurrection, but the resurrection that is occurring around the world, here in 
New York, and, my personal favorite, right here at MCC New York. 
The resurrection that is Ted and Kristen and Christopher, stopping traffic on the 
avenue for equality. 
The resurrection that is Denise, recording a CD for good. 
The resurrection that is Montel and Norma and Reverend Gayle and Suni and Elysia 
and Colleen and Deacon Jen and Deacon Brenton, throwing a party for praise.

The resurrection that is MCCNY/Charities, offering free HIV/AIDS testing for everyone 
24/7. 
The resurrection that is Montel and Yolanda, creating family for Joshua.

The resurrection that is Truck and Eve, creating art for self-expression. 
This Easter, MCC New York will celebrate THAT Resurrection on Sunday, April 24, 2011 
at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 7 p.m. with the founder of this movement that, for so many of 
us, provided us with spiritual resurrection, The Reverend Elder Troy D. Perry. 
Come Home this Easter and celebrate your resurrection.

Enjoy the issue.

Mel

An Easter Message from Rev. Pat Bumgardner:
I know that I shall not be put to shame….       — Isaiah 50:7

Holy Week and Easter, 2011

Dear Friends:
Every year, Holy Week begins with these words from Isaiah’s 50th chapter, 
“I know that I shall not be put to shame,” and ends with Easter Sunday’s 
proclamation of the Resurrection, God’s response to the most shame-full 
death anyone in 1st century Palestine could suffer.

“I know that I shall not be put to shame” — it’s a passage that has 
long intrigued me, moved me, haunted and simultaneously comforted 
me. What would it be like to live without shame, I wonder? It’s been 
with us from the beginning, or so the story goes. Adam and Eve covered 
themselves with leaves because they were ashamed — not of their deed 
so much as of themselves, or so many of us were taught.

“I know….” — Scholars say these are the words of someone who’d been 
through a rough time, but chose nonetheless to stand firm in his conviction 
that God is good and kind and merciful, never vengeful or punishing. They 
say the word we are translating as “shame” in the passage comes from 
the same root word as “to hide” or “cover up.” — That makes me wonder 
in turn, does the refusal of shame mean the decision, the choice to never 
again hide ourselves? Does it mean insisting on being out as a beloved 
and valued and cherished Child of God?

There are so many places in our world where LGBTQI people still hide 
— sometimes because the threat of violence forces them to; sometimes 
because the weight of their own internalized queer-phobia compels 
them.

Getting to the place of forsaking shame is often a long, intensely personal, 
unendingly public and political battle all rolled into one. — But this I 
know: I’ve seen the power of 3 lesbians in Pakistan coming out from 

behind their marriages and all 
the social pressures to conform. 
I’ve seen them go to school and 
graduate and heard them say — 
we want to bring the next three 
out. I’ve seen the power of two 
men in Uganda, one gay and 
one straight, brought together by 
tragedy say — we’re not going 
to hide anymore; we’re going to 
have safe and open space for 
all of us. I’ve heard the story of 
Pastor Joe in Kuala Lumpur and 
19 other previously closeted gay Christians and Muslims coming out 
together in a video because they wanted others to know that there is 
life beyond fear
and religious condemnation. We are not called to believe in the 
Resurrection, says Peter Rollins, but rather to be the sites, the lives in 
which Resurrection takes place.

To me, the Good News of this holy season is that there are so many sites, 
so many lives in which that Resurrected presence of God is alive and well 
— casting out fear and shame and living in freedom and love.

I hope that you will join MCCNY for Holy Week and Easter, as we celebrate 
the many ways and the many lives through whom the Good News is 
being proclaimed.

With Love,

Rev. Pat
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A Screening of A-pwa (Burmese for Grandmother) by Valerie A. King

On Sunday, March 6, 2011, I had the 
pleasure of sharing my first documentary 
film, A-pwa (Burmese for Grandmother) 
with the Metropolitan Community Church 
of New York as part of the monthly “Sunday 
Conversations”. It was very special for me to 
show the members of the congregation this 
film because not only is it what I hold most 
dear in my heart, but I wanted to sincerely 
thank MCCNY for helping me to raise funds for 
the video equipment needed for the making 
of the film via the sales of art books during 
social hours last year. Many people purchased 
art books, some of whom may or may not have 
wanted the book but who simply cared to help 
and for that, I am very grateful.

It was wonderful to share the story of my 

friend, an elderly Burmese refugee woman 
who dedicates her life to protecting the 
young refugee girls and women who are most 
vulnerable to sexual exploitation by offering 
them shelter, food and training in the traditional 
Burmese art of sewing and hand weaving. Not 
only is the income from the sales of the woven 
goods given to the women but funds are also 
shared with a Monastery Orphanage in the 
jungles of Burma to assist the monks in the 
daily struggle to feed 300 orphans with very 
limited resources.  
There were about 15 guests to view the film 
and I hope they were able to see the beauty 
and love shared by one woman to so many 
who are struggling to live a dignified life with 
shelter, employment and enough food for 

each day. I sincerely thank the Metropolitan 
Community Church of New York for their 
kindness and support.

(photo by Valerie King)

MCC New Yorkers Attend “A Very Special Drag Queen Wedding” by Mel Bryant

MCC New Yorkers Ted Mcguire (in photo at left), Christopher Collazo-Wiscovitch and 
Kristen Lovell took a stand for marriage equality on Monday, April 4, 2011 when they 
protested with Queer Rising as part of “A Very Special Drag Queen Wedding.”
 
The protest began in Grand Central Station where protesters held a wedding ceremony 
and released balloons carrying a sign encouraging New Yorkers to call their Senators and 
demand marriage equality for all New Yorkers. (Three days after the protest, the balloons 
and the sign were still floating inside Grand Central!)
 
After members of NYPD forced them out of the station, instead of heading to Times 
Square, the protestors headed to Governor Cuomo's Manhattan office where they 
stopped traffic on Third Avenue and 41st Street for 13 minutes before NYPD arrived and 
arrested five of the protestors.  

Reverend Pat Speaks Out for 
Marriage Equality by Mel Bryant

On Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2011, The 
Reverend Pat Bumgardner and MCC New Yorkers 
Ted Mcguire and Truck Darling represented 
MCC New York at Marriage Equality New York’s 
annual Valentine's Day Action.

MCCNY’s Denise Rosner was featured in a 
story in the Wall Street Journal on March 26, 
2011 for the release of “For Good,” the CD she 
recently released as a fundraiser for MCCNY’s 
Homeless Youth Services: Sylvia’s Place. 
“For Good,” as we have previously reported in 
this publication, features Denise singing many 
of the congregational favorites. The recording 
was directed by MCCNY’s Director of Music, John 
Fischer and many of MCCNY’s favorite musicians 
donated their time and talent to the project. 
In the article, The Reverend Pat Bumgardner, 
MCCNY’s Senior Pastor is quoted as saying: 

“The gift has several layers of meaning for 
us. . . . Denise made the CD as a way to offer 
ongoing support for the services we provide 
for homeless youth and that’s really priceless 
to us. The current economic situation has 
meant that a lot of our sources of funding have 
dried up. It’s really, really important to us.” 

Rev. Bumgardner goes 
on, “But I think it has a 
broader significance for 
us in that the CD itself, 
the songs on it, really 
communicate a message 
of human connection and 
love and strength and 
beauty.”

Following the Easter celebrations, Denise will be 
moving back to Los Angeles after living in New 
York City for more than 20 years. For the past 
six years, Denise has been an active member 
of the MCCNY family both as a musician and 
as a friend. Her sense of humor is only bested 
by her talent.

We will miss you, Denise.  

You can still purchase “For Good” by calling the church 
office at 212-629-7440 and speaking with Bradley or 
by going online to www.lilyproductions.com

Denise Rosner Recognized in the Wall Street Journal

A-pwa (Burmese for Grandmother) is made 
possible with the public funds from the New 
York Council on the Arts, celebrating 50 years of 
building strong communities in New York State’s 
62 counties.
Fiscally sponsored by Women Make Movies, Inc.

(photo by Patrick Syska)

(photo by Ted Mcguire)

(Courtesy of The W
all Street Journal)



Joshua Leland Cherry Holmes was baptized 
on Sunday, April 3, 2011 during the 11 a.m. 
Celebration Liturgy by The Reverend Pat 
Bumgardner. The Reverend Edgard Francisco 
Danielson-Morales assisted. 
Joshua, who was born January 6, 2011, is the 
son of Montel and Yolanda Cherry Holmes and 
the grandson of The Reverend Pat Bumgardner 
and Ms. Mary Jane Gibney. 
During his baptism, Joshua was attended by 
(pictured left to right) Uncle Charles, Lily, Aunt 
Kate, Grandma Mary Jane, Godmother Jen, 
Mommy, Mom, Nana Daisy (Yolanda’s mother), 
Aunt Betty, Cousin Roy, Godfather Mel and 
Godfather Bradley. 

As part of the celebration, Joshua’s Godfather 
Mel offered a lullabye, “Baby Mine,” from 
Dumbo, as special music. 
Following the service, a gala reception was 
held in the Jackson Hall Memorial Art Gallery to 
celebrate Joshua. The family would like to thank 
everyone who helped make the celebration 
such a joyous occasion. Thank you to Sophia, 
Suni, Aleycia, Reverend Gayle, Godmother Jen, 
Godfathers Mel and Bradley, Myrleen, Norma, 
Tressie, Brenton, Faustos Pazos (Sophia’s 
father), Colleen and Ed for bringing food and 
helping to serve. Thank you to Marcus and 
James for their help in the kitchen. Thank you 
to Sarah and Jimmeya for taking pictures and to 
Les and Frances for videotaping the baptism.  

 
As MCC New York celebrates The Year of Hope, 
there is not much that comes to mind that 
brings New Hope quite like that of New Life. 
Thank you Joshua, Montel and Yolanda for 
sharing this most precious of occasions and 
the Hope it brings.

Budget Cuts and Matching Gifts: 
Strengthening Funding for MCCNY 
Charities 
It’s a new year with a new governor but little 
improvement in funding for LGBT programs 
across New York state. While budget allocations 
for LGBT health and human services programs 
as a whole remained level, a number of budget 
changes will affect MCCNY Charities in the 
coming year.

For the second year running, the Governor and 
state legislators cut member items from the 
state budget, meaning that individual legislators 
were not granted funds to distribute to critical 
social service programs in their districts. For 
MCCNY Charities, this will result in a loss of 
nearly $70,000 in programmatic funds. MCCNY 
Charities has developed a rigorous funding plan 
to create new relationships with private donors 
and foundations. Many runaway and homeless 
youth programs across the state took much 
more dramatic hits; with some losing up to 50% 
of their state funding.

The Sylvia Rivera Food Pantry also sustained 
significant government funding cuts to the 
Ryan White Grocery program which has been 
providing high-quality groceries to people living 
with HIV/AIDS for the past 20 years. 

In response, an anonymous donor has agreed to 
match all contributions to the Sylvia Rivera Food 
Pantry through June 2011, up to $50,000! You 
can make a donation online by visiting www.
mccny.org/donate.html and designating your gift 
to the Sylvia Rivera Food Pantry, or by mailing a 
check made payable to the Sylvia Rivera Food 
Pantry to: MCCNY Charities, c/o Frances Wood, 
446 West 36th Street, New York, NY 10018.

Thanks to everyone who has supported MCCNY 
Charities by writing letters, volunteering and 
donating during this challenging fiscal season. 
You continue to make a difference by saying, 

with your time, words and gifts, that it’s not okay 
to further marginalize people in the name of a 
balanced budget.

MCCNY Charities Introduces Late 
Night, Weekend Rapid HIV Testing 
MCCNY Charities and Metropolitan Community 
Church of New York have made it easier to know 
your HIV status by offering free and confidential 
HIV testing seven days a week, with evening 
hours on Monday-Saturday. All are welcome to 
get tested, no appointments are necessary and 
Spanish-speaking staff are available to conduct 
and assist with testing. MCCNY Charities offers 
those being tested a choice of either blood or oral 
rapid testing, with results available in 20 minutes. 
Those receiving preliminary positive results will 
be referred to comprehensive follow-up care at 
Ryan-NENA Community Health Center. 

MCCNY is proud to be one of the only churches 
in New York City conducting its own on-site HIV 
testing, and a convenient and welcoming testing 
site for all New Yorkers. 

MCCNY Charities’ Rapid HIV Testing is available:  
Mondays to Fridays: 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday: 1 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
All tests are conducted at MCCNY, 446 West 36th 
Street between 9th and 10th Avenues. For more 
information call (212) 629-7440 x 222, 227.

MCCNY Charities Welcomes New 
Directors 
In January, Noah Haspray was named the new 
director of MCCNY Homeless Youth Services. 
Noah has been a counselor, coordinator and 
director for youth-serving organizations and 
K-12 schools since 2000. His expertise focuses 
on career coaching and mentoring young people 
to make informed and focused choices for the 
future. As the director of MCCNY Homeless 
Youth Services, Noah will be responsible for 
developing programming to meet the needs of 

LGBTQI runaway and homeless youth, including 
expanding medical and mental health services 
to this population. Noah graduated from The 
University of King’s College in 1999 with an 
honors degree in Social Anthropology. 

In February, MCCNY Charities welcomed new 
Sylvia Rivera Food Pantry Director, Steve 
Johnson. A candidate for the ministry at MCCNY, 
Steve worked for many years supervising 
employees and inventory procedures in the 
commercial flooring industry, and also brings 
experience from the medical field and human 
services. He graduated from the State University 
College at Geneseo, New York in 1993 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music, and in May of 2008 
from the Colgate Rochester Crozier Divinity 
School with a Master of Divinity. Steve has a 
passion for making a tangible positive difference 
in the lives of those on the margins.
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News from MCCNY/Charities by Frances Wood, Administrator, MCCNY/Charities
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(photos by Frances W
ood)

(photo by Sarah Lewis)

HIV Testing Team (from left): Frances Wood, Administrator, MCCNY/
Charities; William Morán-Berberena, Executive Director, MCCNY/
Charities; Christopher Collazo, Residential Services Coordinator; 
The Rev. Dr. Edgard Francisco Danielsen-Morales, Asst. Pastor for 
Congregational Life/MCCNY.

Noah Haspray, HYS Director Steve Johnson, Sylvia Rivera 
Food Pantry Director

The Baptism of Joshua Leland Cherry Holmes by Mel Bryant

HYS’ Trans-In-Action Program Gains National Recognition by Frances Wood

Transgender youth are the experts on their 
own lives and are the bearers of critical 
education about trans experience for the larger 
community. This is the belief that launched 
HYS’ new trans empowerment program, Trans-
in-Action. Facilitated by long-time transgender 
activist  and HYS staff member Kristen Lovell 
(at right), group members create their own 
agenda for community involvement, which 
includes trans education for the LGB and 
straight communities, analyzing and sharing 
trans history, and connecting to trans people 

around the country and the world through letter 
writing, resource sharing, and social media.

In April, organizers of the Philadelphia Trans Health 
Conference accepted a proposal by Trans-in-Action 
to conduct a workshop on media representation 
of trans people. Kristen, who authored the 
proposal, and core group members will be at the 
frontline of a national discussion about improving 
transgender representation in all forms of media, 
and generating critical debate about media 
responsibility to the trans community. 

Funded by a grant from the Stonewall Community 
Foundation’s Queer Wellness Fund, Trans-in-
Action has been an extremely popular addition 
to HYS programming, with new youth leaders 
joining the group 
at each semi-
weekly meeting.

For more information, 
contact Kristen Lovell at 
sheraprime@gmail.com

MCCNY Celebrates First MeatOut
by Casey and Mike EasterlingOn Sunday, February 6, 2011, MCC New York 

hosted a conversation on Veganism as part of 
the church’s monthly Sunday Conversations 
Series. Veganism is a philosophy and 
lifestyle whose adherents seek to exclude 
the use of animals for food, clothing, or 
any other purpose. Vegans endeavor not 
to use or consume animal products of 
any kind. The most common reasons for 
becoming a vegan are human health, ethical 
commitment or moral conviction concerning 
animal rights or welfare, the environment 
and spiritual or religious concerns.

Calla Wright (at right in photo), Campaigns 
Coordinator for Farm Sanctuary, joined us 
for the conversation as part of the panel. 
Farm Sanctuary, who has locations in New 
York and California, works to protect farm 
animals from cruelty, inspire change in the 
way society views and treats farm animals, 
and promote compassionate vegan living 
(www.farmsanctuary.org). Jim Allen (at 
left in photo), organizer of VegOut, also 
participated in the event. VegOut is a social 
group for LGBTQ vegetarians and vegans in 
NYC with monthly vegan outings, including 
potlucks at the LGBT center (www.
vegoutnyc.org). Mike Easterling (center, 
photo), board member and fiscal manager 
at  MCC New York participated as part of the 
panel and Casey Easterling faciliated the 
discussion. The Reverend Boon Lin Ngeo, 
Staff Pastor at MCC New York opened the 
conversation by discussing the parameters 
for creating a safe space for discussion. 
Area graphic design artist, John Wyffels, 
also participated as part of the panel and 
shared his personal experience as a vegan 
at the conclusion of the presentation.

A reception followed the discussion 
featuring a variety of vegan snacks and 
treats including delicious sandwiches and 
cupcakes donated by NYC vegan eatery 
Blossom Du Jour. There was an information 
table with additional resources concerning 
veganism, Metropolitan Community Church 
of New York, Farm Sanctuary and VegOut.

Everyone who attended the conversation 
received a vegan cookie donated by 
Alternative Baking Company and there was 
a raffle for prizes including books donated 
by Lantern Books, copies of Gristle by Moby, 
a gift certificate donated by Peacefood 
Café and a gift certificate to Lula’s Sweet 
Apothecary. Over 50 people attended the 
event including many MCC New Yorkers.

As a follow up to the Veganism Conversation, 
Mike and Casey Easterling are organizing a 
group art show in the Jackson Hall Art Gallery 
featuring works by vegan artists. The opening 
reception will take place on Wednesday, 
September 21, 2011 from 6-8 p.m. and 
will feature free vegan hors d’œuvres and 
wine as well as music performed by vegan 
musicians. The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, please visit 
www.facebook.com/MCCNY.

Vegan Conversation by Casey Easterling

(photo by Frances Wood)

MCC New York celebrated National MeatOut Day on Sunday, 
March 20, 2011 with a gala brunch reception following the 
11 a.m. and 7 p.m. services. Now in its 25th year, MeatOut 
is an international observance sponsored by the Farm Animal 
Rights Movement. The goal of MeatOut is to help individuals 
evolve to a wholesome, compassionate diet of fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains.

Twenty-five volunteers, individuals from outside this 
community of faith who are vegans, started cooking at 
9 a.m. to prepare a feast that included four different kinds 
of pancakes, home fries, western style breakfast scramble, 
vegan sausage that was donated by Field Roast and countless 
desserts! Over 100 people were served between the two 
services and many pieces of literature were distributed to those 
interested in learning more about adopting a vegan lifestyle.

MCCNY’s MeatOut was made possible by a grant from 
VegFund, a non-profit organization that empowers vegan 
activists worldwide by funding and supporting outreach 
activities that inspire people to choose a vegan lifestyle, and 
with the support of Farm Sanctuary, a non-profit organization 
with physical locations in New York and California whose 
mission is protecting farm animals from cruelty, inspiring 
change in the way society views and treats farm animals, 
and promoting compassionate vegan living.

To view additional pictures of this year’s MeatOut and to 
stay up to date on future events, visit www.facebook.com/
MCCNY.

(photo by Casey Easterling)

(photo by Kristen Lovell)
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As it is our tradition, Christians of African 
Descent (CAD) hosted MCC New York’s month 
long celebration of African American History 
Month this February, 2011. The theme of this 
year’s celebration was “Queer As Black Folk.”  
Each Sunday in February, a member of MCC New 
York’s  Christians of African Descent consecrated 
Holy Communion during the 11 a.m. Celebration 
Liturgy to celebrate the life of a famous person 
of color. The Reverend Gayle Davis honored Alice 
Walker on February 6. Aleysia Taylor celebrated 
Holy Communion in honor of Josephine Baker 
on February 13. E. Lynn Harris was honored 
on Februrary 20 by Deacon Jen Heyward and 
MCCNY’s Praise and Worship Director, Colleen 
Sovory lifted up Bayard Rustin on February 27.  
Biographies of each honoree were included in 
that Sunday’s bulletin as well. 
At the wonderful suggestion of Sibling Norma 
J. Sharp, we held our first Praise Party as part 
of our celebration of African American History 
Month on Saturday, February 26, 2011. Thanks 

to the hard work and dedication of Sister 
Colleen, the Praise Party was a hand clapping, 
feet tapping, tambourine rapping celebration of 
the Goodness of God. Special musical guests 
included Cheryl Bragg, Jonathan Broadwater, 
the Rehoboth Temple Christ Conscious Church 
choir, Alex Bertrand, Michael Whittaker, David 
Williams, and MCCNY’s own Carolyn Traore. 
Each of our guests delivered the powerful 
message of the Goodness of God through their 
own gift of song.  What a blessing to have 
them join us. MCCNY’s own choir touched 
the hearts of those in attendance, performing 
congregational favorites “Hallelujah,” “My 
Help,” and “Washed Away.” James T. Lane, 
Denise Rosner and Theresa Pascoe were the 
featured soloists, respectively. 
The month long celebration of African American 
History month culminated on Sunday, February 
27, 2011 when we welcomed Pastor Joseph 
Tolton, founding pastor of Rehoboth Temple 
Christ Conscious Church, into the pulpit as our 

guest preacher (photo below). Our own James 
T. Lane, star of the Broadway stage, performed 
a dance to Mahalia Jackson’s “How I Got 
Over.” Following the service, everyone enjoyed 
a traditional soul food meal prepared by the 
members of Christians of African Descent.
 
This is the Year of Hope at MCCNY and we pray 
that everyone was given renewed Hope through 
this year’s celebration of African American 
History Month.

MCCNY Celebrates African American History Month by Deacon Jen Heyward
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Truck Darling to be included in Scribner’s BEST AMERICAN 
POETRY OF 2011 by Mel Bryant

MCC New York is proud to share that our own Truck 
Darling will be included in Scribner Publishing’s 
hard-back poetry series annual publication of 
BEST AMERICAN POETRY OF 2011. This will mark 
the second time Truck has been featured in The 
Best American Poetry anthology. 
Previously, Truck has had two books of her poetry 
published: BLUE COLLAR HOLIDAY and HOLD 
TIGHT: THE TRUCK DARLING POEMS. Her poetry 
has also appeared in The Portable Boog Reader, 
The Hat, LIT and Hanging Loose magazines. 
Of the poem to be published in the anthology, 
“Pillow Talk,”  Truck writes: 
What does one write in a statement about a 
poem mourning the loss of a companion one later 
discovered they did not know on some seminal 

levels and a self bio of who the author is when 
one has been asleep for many decades and it is 
the middle of the night and one is five hours and 
nine years too late? When I wrote this poem, I 
had not slept in years??? No, rather: I vehemently 
believe the human witness holds divine potential.

I nursed the artist this poem is about, Larry 
“Champ” Rivers, as he lived and as he died, and I 
believe, in all honesty, he taught me how to care 
for and love. What can I say – growing up publicly 
can be embarrassing. I made a lot of mistakes, 
but I do not believe one should ever apologize for 
love. Also I’m finished with dying. I know my true 
name and allegiances and past lives, but have no 
idea what pronouns to use. I only know who holds 
tomorrow. I’m sort of waking up and getting back 
to work now. My Christian name is Truck Darling.

MCC New York’s Jackson Hall Memorial Hall Art 
Gallery hosted an art opening featuring the work 
of Eve Gilbert on Wedneday, March 2, 2011. 
Guests of the event enjoyed wine and hors 
d’oeuvres while enjoy the work of the artist. 
John Thomas Fischer of Castleberg provided the 
evening's musical entertainment.To learn more 
about Eve Gilbert and see more of her work, you 
can visit her website at www.evegilbert.com.

A portion of the proceeds from any sale go 

directly to the work of MCC New York/Charities. 
If you would be interested in purchasing art, 
please contact Bradley Curry at 212.629-7440 
or email him at bradley@mccny.org

Eve Gilbert Art Opening

Strong, candid, fiercely determined, dedicated. 
Honest, humorous, intelligent, caring. Aware. 
And alive.         
These are just a few of the words one can use 
to describe MCC New York’s Creating A Life 
That Matters (CLM) Class of 2011.  Together, 
for the past eighteen weeks, these students 
have explored three of the most important 
relationships in their lives: their relationship 
with the Sacred, their relationship with 
Themselves, and their relationship with their 
Passions. Through sharing, listening, journaling, 
reading, and with art, film, and ritual, they 
have explored these relationships to better 
understand how their innate strengths, talents, 
and grace can be used to realize the vision of a 
more peaceful, compassionate world.

As with last year’s CLM graduating class, I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
CLM Class of 2011 for their strength, courage, 
vulnerability, and determination. I believe I 
speak for both Reverend Edgard and myself 
when I say it was a pleasure journeying through 
this course with you. Your presence and hard 
work deeply matter and were truly inspiring.

If you would like to join a future CLM class, 
please see Reverend Edgard or me for more 
information.

Aware. And alive. Creating
A Life That Matters
by Daniel Schnorbus, Co-facilitator
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