
Recently, through Facebook, a member of the MCCNY congregation 
issued a challenge to the 11 a.m. choir: “Earth, Wind and Fire this 
Sunday?!?!?!” Prompted by the death of the great Maurice White, the 
founder of Earth, Wind and Fire, this helpful (and completely lovely) 
church member even suggested the song for us: “Fantasy.” It was late 
Friday afternoon, a day and a half before Sunday morning services.

Challenges like this are the things that make me love my job. Here is my 
chance to work with a team of singers and musicians so wonderfully 
diverse in their talents—and so fearless about trying new things—that 
we never get bored. Our rehearsals are short and intense: from 10–11 
a.m. on Sundays (8:15–9 for the 9 a.m. choir), and that’s about it. We 
do our best to reflect the radically inclusive message of this church, 
that God works for good in all things—all languages, all instruments, all 
vocal types, and all genres of music.

I was taught early that there is a secular/sacred divide in music, but I’ve 
never been able to accept that. Music is (mostly) all good, and when it 
isn’t quite right, well, a little rewrite never hurt anybody. We’ve performed 
Prince and Pachelbel, gospel music and salsa, rock, punk, Bach, jazz, 
Radiohead, musical theater, ’70s soul, spirituals, hymns, masses and 
hip-hop. We sing in English, Latin, Spanish, French, German, Italian, 
Russian (a little), Arabic (ok, one of us does), and Icelandic (another one 
of us), and we’re always learning more.

My first experience leading the choir at the morning service was a total 
bomb. It was October 2001, a challenging time to choose music for a New 
York City church service. I opted for a hymn, something simple and direct, 
and apparently familiar to me and me alone. I had recently become the 
music director for the evening service, and was working to build a small 
choir from scratch there. For the evening service I was able to enlist the 
help of my friend Carolyn Traore and things were growing, but the choir at 
the morning service was already established and used to someone else. 
After Carolyn started singing with the morning choir and I began selecting 
repertoire that was a better fit for the choir at the time, things changed. Our 
first hit was “On That Holy Mountain,” in December 2011.

Slowly, new choir members began to 
show up, often recruited by current 
choir members. Every so often 
someone approaches me after a 
service to inquire about joining the choir. These approaches fall into two 
distinct categories: the humble and the exalted. The humble ask goes 
something like this: “Hi! I really like your choir. Is there an audition?” The 
exalted goes a little something like this: “I am a singer and have a lot of 
experience. You need me in your choir. Jesus said so. When can I have a 
solo?” I am working on opening myself up to the exalted approach, but I 
admit, I have more work to do on that. 

Over the years the superstars-in-disguise who have joined our ranks 
continue to inspire me. James, bringing his Broadway audition book to me, 
asking if he could audition for the choir; Theresa offering to sing alto after 
Denise moved to California; Robert mentioning that he’d like to rap; Kristofer 
wanting to know if a classically trained voice would fit in… We all have 
special skills: Dana for Disney, Aaron for when we need to cry, Carolyn for 
when we need to not cry; Alva and Philip, the only two who have been with 
the choir longer than I, with their wondrous musicianship and unrivaled 
dedication. Monté for the sass, Michel for the style, Linda for her courage, 
Samantha and Matteo for the power and the range of their voices, Colleen 
for discipline and fire. The newbies— Crys, Sylvester, and Thomas—proving 
their value every time they tap dance, or sing a punk song, or play the cello. 

I make lists all the time. Songs we can do with little preparation? 
(“Down By The Riverside,” for instance); songs about courage? (“Brave”; 
“Don’t Let It Break Your Heart”); social justice? (“Eyes On The Prize”), 
love, death, anger, joy; the list is long. Balancing the demands for new 
repertoire with demands for familiarity and tradition is part of the job.

We are often at our best under pressure. On February 7th of this year, we 
sang “Fantasy,” four days after the passing of Maurice White. The song 
is complicated, and we focused hard as we sang, “Our voices will ring 
together / Until the twelfth of never / We all will live love forever, as one….” 
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An Easter Message from Our Pastor:
Holy Week and Easter 2015

“We are one, after all, you and I; together we suffer, together exist, 
and forever will recreate each other.” 
                                                          —Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

Dear friends~

As we prepare to celebrate another Holy Week and Easter together, I 
find myself pondering this quote from a man who, educated as a Jesuit 
priest, wore many hats including that of a paleontologist, geologist and 
philosopher. In many ways he embodied St. Paul’s dream of being all 
things to all people—a seemingly insurmountable goal in a world today 
locked in mortal combat around race and class, ethnic origin and gender 
identity, religious persuasion and the many divergent ways our lives are 
oriented—“We are one...and forever will recreate each other.”

I find myself wondering this holy season how front-page pictures of a 
drowned 3-year-old refugee from Syria, Aylan Kurdi, will recreate us. 
Over four million of his fellow countryfolk have fled the war and violence 
of their homeland—sometimes to a welcome shoreline; often times not.

How will the marchers chanting “Black Lives Matter” and those resisting 
that prophetic call change us, make us different or better?

Twenty-one trans women were targeted and killed last year in the United 
States alone. Did their living or their dying create in us a new and right 
spirit, to use the language of the Psalmist?

Easter is supposed to be a time of joy, when we celebrate the Good 
News of Jesus’ Resurrection and the hope his victory over death 
extends to all, and I want to celebrate that Good News. And to do that, 
I cannot skip over all that led to that victory—a victory that, as de 
Chardin suggests, forever changes us.

As we move from Palm Sunday through Holy Week and into Easter, 
we will read about joyful crowds throwing their cloaks at Jesus’ feet 
and others plotting his demise; about a prophet who trusts that no 
matter what happens he shall not be put to shame; and a disciple 
who loses himself in sorrow and betrayal. We will mark the stations 
of the cross as both historical and present realities, and proclaim that 
our heritage—all we have survived—is our power. An angel will ask 
the probing question, “Why look for the living among the dead?” and 
Peter will preach about the peace that belongs to all of us, because 
God has no favorites. And what all of this says to me is that Jesus had 
good things in his life and some really terrible things, and none of that 
altered God’s love or will for good prevailing. And once he got that—
spiritually got it—he was changed/recreated more fully in the image of 
the One who created all of us and pronounced us good, though often 
we fall short of the glory of God.

And maybe all of this is my way of saying~the Resurrection is not a 
consolation prize to make up for life’s suffering or challenges. It’s who 
we become, here and now, and who we forever remain, when we 
go through all we go through holding to the truth that God shows no 
partiality~together we exist, as de Chardin put it~and is with all of us all 
the time, working on the side of our re-creation. That’s the hope I cling to, 
and the hope I pray you will join me in celebrating as we mark “A Year of 
Fresh Beginnings” at MCCNY.

With love,

The Rev. Elder Pat Bumgardner

Letter from the Editor: 
Dear friends,

When I’m in a funk, cute animal videos are 
a welcome distraction. I saw one the other 
day of a racoon in a hollowed-out tree trunk. 
In the video, you can see a person’s hand in 
the corner, holding up a little piece of food. 
Slowly and delicately, the racoon inches its 
own tiny hands forward to grab the food. 
When he gets it, his ears wiggle in triumph, 
and you can tell that everyone—the person 
holding the food, the racoon, the viewer—
has just experienced a risk being taken and 
has been made better for it. 

It makes me think about how difficult it is to 
be vulnerable, to risk rejection, to express 
love not knowing what the outcome will 
be. It’s a terrifying thing to make yourself 
soft and prepare for contact. For me, it is 
the story of Jesus, who loved and kept on 
loving despite everything, even when to love 
meant to bear a target on his back. I also 
see it in the woman who annointed Jesus 

with oil—who ventured to express love so 
openly and physically when surrounded by 
men who didn’t want her there and who en 
masse could have overpowered her at any 
minute. I see many people practicing this 
same vulnerability on each other’s behalf 
as they face horrible misogyny and racism 
this election season. They put themselves 
in harm’s way in order to continue the 
expression of love: the thing that truly, 
urgently matters. 

This Easter, I pray that I can align myself 
with these examples, knowing that moving 
towards vulnerability is the work of a 
lifetime, and the collective work that begets 
deep connection and profound change. This 
is, I think, the hope of the resurrection story. 
I pray that we can feel it this Easter.

With Love,

Frances Wood
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The Sylvia Rivera food pantry at MCCNY Charities feeds three to four hundred people a month between snack bags and grocery 
distributions. To make running the pantry possible, we have several fantastic volunteers who work diligently to feed our community. 
Here’s a little about two of our newest volunteers!

Alexis Pampillon:  “I am originally from Argentina. I got my BA in political science and public 
administration. I love to work in human services. I have worked in substance abuse and HIV/HVC for 
about five years. I greatly admire Sylvia Rivera. I admire her courage and legacy. I heard about the 
church through a youtube documentary and have been coming 
for about two months. I love the teamwork, especially you, 
Crys. I’m blessed to work with my LGBTQ community!”

Channing Powers: “I attended high school in 
Washingtonville, NY. I found out about MCCNY by doing a 

Google search for an LGBTQI-inclusive church and started 
volunteering in the food pantry on March 8th. My favorite 
thing about volunteering with MCCNY Charities is helping 

others and working with Crys.”

If reading this has enticed you to join the ranks of these lovely people, send me an email! We are 
always welcoming new volunteers! crystal.danarae@gmail.com

Volunteer Spotlight by Crys O’Neill

Stewardship Update by Mike Easterling

Recurring Giving
With 2016 still fresh and spring right around the corner, now is a great time to sign up for recurring giving. If you made a pledge for giving 
in 2016 or not, now is an awesome time to sign up for recurring giving through a credit or debit card! Giving this way assures your donation 
makes it to MCCNY even if you can’t make it to MCCNY in person. Set up your giving today by visiting www.easytithe.com/MCCNY 

There’s an envelope in my Query...
Indeed there is! As you read this Query and see all the awesome things going on at MCCNY, from our choir to our services and 
programming, perhaps you will find yourself wanting to make a special donation. You can use these envelopes to make a donation to help 
support the work of MCCNY. 

Pride Season is Volunteer Season at MCCNY by Mike Easterling

MCCNY got a jump-start on our Pride volunteering with a visit 
from an alternative spring break group from Simpson College in 
Indianola, Iowa (pictured at left). The group of nine painted the 
stairwell and the upstairs bathroom, helped organize the gallery, 
and sat down with MCCNY staff to learn more about the church. 
Many thanks to them for their help!

Pride Month is an awesome time of outreach and activity for 
MCCNY and we can only accomplish everything we do with the 
help of volunteers! We will need volunteers in the office to help 
prepare God Made Me Queer stickers and postcards, outreach 
volunteers to represent MCCNY at the Brooklyn and Queens 
Pride marches, and other volunteers to help with the many 
events of Pride. If you are interested in helping out during June, 
email me at mike@mccny.org

Speaking of volunteers...We love you!
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MCCNY Charities staff and volunteers got to be elves for a day at the annual 
Sylvia Rivera Food Pantry Holiday Party. Held on December 17th, the party 
included music, food, and the highlight of the afternoon: presents! Thanks to our 
generous donors, we were able to give away over 100 gifts, and each child left 
with at least three new toys. Many of the children have been coming to the party 
for years, and we were so happy to see their smiling faces again. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make the holidays brighter for our kids!

YAM Greets LGBT Youth from Japan by Jasmine Shovlin

On Sunday, March 13th, MCCNY had the pleasure of hosting 
a group of young adults from LGBT Youth Japan. They 
thoroughly enjoyed the celebration service, hospitality hour 
and speaking with Bishop Pat about LGBT visibility and 
activism in the United States. After their meeting, the Young 
Adult Ministry invited the group of students to the Skylight 
Diner for food and conversation. We exchanged our personal 
stories about homophobia and transphobia and how that 
has shaped our relationships with families, friends, and 
colleagues. We also talked about our own journeys with faith 
and spirituality (or lack thereof) as queer and trans people 
and how these experiences led us to MCCNY. Most of our 
conversations centered around invisibility and how that has 
affected their lives and ability to create social change as LGBT 
people in Japan.

MCCNY Charities Holiday Party
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On Easter Sunday, MCCNY will join with other MCCs in collecting a special offering to support the critical work of the Global Justice 
Institute. Led by our own Bishop Pat Bumgardner, the Global Justice Institute carries out our commitment to justice by working alongside 
marginalized people around the world to build inclusive, supportive communities for all.

Last year, your generous Easter Offerings empowered the Global Justice Institute to work with grassroots organizations to: 

 • Build and open a community center in Mtito Andei, Kenya to create safe space for LGBTQI people and hosted a diverse   
  audience of 40 people to have the first open discussion in that region on sexuality and gender identity;  
 • Provide permanent running water for the center and for future cultivation of the land in Mtito Andei; 
 • Host a safe sex workshop in Kenya for 30 individuals who trade sex for survival;
 • Continue to strengthen partnership with Casabierta in Costa Rica, serving LGBTQI asylum seekers and sheltering    
  marginalized populations and working to reintegrate clients into society;
 • Participate in Vietnam’s first LGBT Pride March.

Our goals for 2016 include:

 • Working with activists on the ground in Central Asia and Malawi to create and expand safe spaces and housing for targeted   
  LGBTQI people;
 • Strengthening and expanding our programming reach at our satellite location of GJI in Kenya;
 • Collaborating with HIV/AIDS activists in Cuba;      
 • Expanding partnerships between local MCCs and GJI projects.

By participating in the Easter Offering for Global Justice you are advancing the work of the Global Justice Institute at a time when the 
support is needed globally more than ever! Please prayerfully consider giving this year.

Easter Offering for Global Justice!

Updates from The Global Justice Institute by Frances Wood

The past several months have been a busy time for the Global 
Justice Institute. GJI was recently contacted by a clergyperson 
in Malawi about the plight of a gay couple being targetted by the 
government. The couple has been arrested several times and 
has been unable to re-establish their lives and find work. GJI is 
currently providing funds to hide them in a safe location until a 
further plan can be made for resettling them outside of Malawi.

GJI also continues to serve as a fiscal conduit for Rainbow 
Railroad in Toronto. “Rainbow Railroad is like an underground 
railroad: it helps people, largely from Africa, not only make safe 
passage into Canada but navigate legally living there and finding 
a place to live and a job,” said Bishop Pat. To this end, GJI has 
collaborated with Rev. Brent Hawkes and MCC Toronto’s Refugee 
and Immigration Project. MCC Toronto has done incredible work 
with Rainbow Railroad and the Canadian government, who has 

recognized them as an offical resettlement partner. 

GJI has identified Costa Rica as a relatively safe country where 
Central American refugees might resettle without leaving the 
region. The government of Costa Rica is very open to working 
with advocates to increase the number of refugees coming into 
the country. GJI has provided funding to pay for office space for 
Casabierta, a non-profit in Costa Rica working on this project. GJI 
is also tentatively planning a trip to Cuba this year to work with 
HIV/AIDS groups there. 

No matter the country, GJI focuses on working with people 
on the ground to identify the community’s needs rather than 
proposing strategies from the top-down. “It’s work that requires 
commitment,” says Bishop Pat. “That kind of change takes longer 
but is more sustainable because for the people on the ground, it 
is their vision and they have invested in it.”



Say you are a young lesbian, bisexual, or transgender woman and 
you are homeless. You finally get called for a job interview but 
you don’t have the money to buy a Metrocard. For many youth, 
the path to work, a medical appointment, or a college class might 
include jumping the turnstiles, which can lead to transit tickets 
and desk warrants that set them back even further. Many non-
profits like MCCNY Charities, Inc. struggle to maintain funding 
for Metrocards—funding that helps minimize the likelihood that 
youth with have to interact with law enforcement while traveling. 
Thanks to the Bee Winkler Weinstein Fund of Stonewall Community 
Foundation, it just got a little easier for MCCNY Charities, Inc. to 
help LGBTQI women safely get where they need to go.

MCCNY Charities, Inc. was the recipient of a block grant to 
purchase roundtrip Metrocards for women staying at Sylvia’s 
Place. The Fund was created in honor of Bee Winkler Weinstein by 
her daughter, Dava Weinstein, and Dava’s partner, Dorothy Calvani, 

the Fund’s lead donors. The Fund seeks to provide funds to LGBTQI 
women whose families refuse to support them due to their sexual 
orientation and/or gender identity. 

“It is so important to make sure that our youth have the resources 
they need to get to potentially life-changing appointments,” said 
Charities Executive Director William Morán-Berberena. “What 
would any of us do without a Metrocard? We are grateful to Bee’s 
Fund for realizing the gap in funding for the everyday needs of 
youth, and for providing this grant to us to make sure these needs 
get met.”

And what about the youth of Sylvia’s Place who do not identify as 
women? This grant will help us leverage additional support from 
other funders to make sure that every youth staying in the shelter 
has access to Metrocards in order to get to critical appointments. 
We will be working on securing this funding in the year ahead!

Helping LGBTQI Women Get Where They Need to Go by Frances Wood

Pamper Party Provides New Looks and More by Kristen Lovell and Jonathan Gordon

For the past several months, Sylvia’s Place has 
hosted an evening of beauty and resource-sharing 
facilitated by volunteers from the organization Trans 
Beauty Clinic. Led by Brigitte, who has worked 
with a long list of celebrities from Beyoncé to Mick 
Jagger, a team of six makeup and hair experts from 
Trans Beauty Clinic have provided hair and makeup 
demonstrations to attendees, as well as giving away 
gift bags of beauty products. The team from Trans 
Beauty Clinic includes both transgender and non-
transgender artists. At the most recent pamper party, 
Trans Beauty Clinic services were accompanied by 
free HIV testing provided by MCCNY Charities and 
STI screening and Medicaid enrollment provided by 
APICHA. Representatives from CK Life and Housing 
Works shared information about their clinic services 
for the trans community.

Plans are underway for the next Pamper Party in May, which will 
aim to be more inclusive of transgender men, providing grooming 
services and product samples. The next party will also emphasize 
community-building by setting aside time for participants to talk 
about their experiences and share resources with one another. 
MCCNY Homeless Youth Services social worker Jonathan Gordon 
and HIV testing coordinator Kristen Lovell are also discussing the 
possibility of having a week focused solely on services for the 
transgender community, with evenings set aside for the Trans 
Beauty Clinic, community health providers, legal services, and 
advocacy organizations. For more information about upcoming 
MCCNY Charities events for the transgender community, please 
contact Kristen Lovell at kristen@mccny.org
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Beginning on April 5th, MCCNY will host an 8-week Men’s Therapy 
Group focused on exploring relationships. The group will meet on 
Tuesdays at 7:45 p.m. and is free and open to all self-identified 
men. We spoke with the group's facilitator Melissa King (pictured 
below) to find out more about what participants can expect from 
the group therapy process. 

Tell us a little bit about your background. What drew you to 
the idea of forming the Men’s Group at MCCNY?
Prior to becoming a psychotherapist, I was an audio engineer who 
moved to NYC in my early 20s to study dance. Soon after, I trained 
to become a health coach and began working with clients around 
healthy eating, body image, and self-esteem. I loved the work, 
but I felt limited. Some of my clients needed help with concerns 
such as anxiety and depression, and I always had to refer them 
out. So finally I got the courage to go back to school. I completed 
my master’s degree in clinical mental health counseling at St. 
John’s University and right after graduation I was hired to provide 
psychotherapy in NYC public STD clinics. I have cared about sexual 
health for a long time and have been leading a support group 
for individuals diagnosed with genital herpes for many years. At 
the clinics, most of my clients were gay and bisexual men. Most 
of them shared stories of isolation and loneliness due to their 
sexuality, conflict around faith—especially Christian faith—and a 
desire for deeper connection but a struggle to believe they could 
find it. I felt really privileged to provide a safe space for individuals 
to share their stories for the first time and begin to deconstruct 
negative messages and think about how to develop a healthier 
relationship with themselves and others. As a heterosexual 
woman, I think I was really naïve, thinking that because there is 
such a strong history of LGBTQ activism here in NYC and places to 
access community, that gay men in the city didn’t have to struggle 
with these things. 

I come from a conservative evangelical Christian background. 
In my early 20s I began to go through my own experience of 
questioning faith and feeling disenchanted with broken promises 
and hypocrisy in the church. But I still felt a close connection with 
God and the story of Jesus and deeply desired to find a way to 
navigate and redefine my faith. I learned a lot over those years 
of struggling with faith and I think it was the combination of this 
along with my psychotherapy training that allowed me to help so 
many of my clients at the clinics. 

So the desire to offer the men’s group at MCCNY has come from 
an intersection between my faith, a love I’ve developed for this 
community, and a history of fighting issues related to shame and 
stigma around sexuality. I also love to facilitate groups and think that 
groups provide a very unique and powerful experience of healing.

What can participants expect to experience as part of the 
group? Is there anything they should know before registering?
The group will be limited to 8 individuals, so it will be an intimate 
setting. It will be important to commit to the full 8 sessions. Also, 
it’s better to register early so I can schedule a time to meet with 

each individual one-on-one before the group starts. I really value 
getting to know participants a bit before the group begins. 

Sometimes people feel a little nervous about trying something 
like this out. It can be scary to really open up to others. But after 
leading groups for many years, I’ve found that most people end up 
feeling surprised by how valuable the experience turns out to be. 
Those who are interested in this group are welcome to schedule a 
time to meet with me to explore their interest and ask questions, 
even if they aren’t yet sure about joining.

How will the book Blue Boy help shape the trajectory of the 
group discussions?
Blue Boy is a refreshing and adventurous fictional story based on 
a young boy who finds joy in things that don’t fall within traditional 
expectations for a Hindu boy growing up in Cincinnati. He has to 
navigate the complexities of budding adolescence, his desire for 
self-expression, and the limits his parents and peers place on him 
due to his expected gender role. The author, Rakesh Satyal, has done 
a beautiful job of demonstrating all of these nuances and allowing 
the main character’s adolescence to develop organically. The book 
is full of laughs while also taking on serious subjects such as family 
dynamics, bullying, gender, sexual orientation, and belonging.

Is there anything else you’d like to add that you think would 
be helpful to someone interested in joining the group?
I think the most valuable thing that comes out of group therapy 
is that we get to learn a lot about ourselves and the way we 
experience and interact in relationships. The experiences in the 
group often teach us about our experiences outside of the group. 
Besides discussion topics, there will also be time each week for 
participants to share what’s going on in their lives now. This really 
creates an environment where we can develop empathy for each 
other, provide healing to each other, and have an opportunity, in a 
safe and gentle space, to hear reflections and feedback (if desired) 
that you may not get to receive in situations outside of the group.

Please contact Melissa King at (917) 689-6530 or melissa@
myheartdances.com no later than April 1st for more 
information or to sign up.

MCCNY To Host New Men’s Therapy Group - 7 -
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Holy Week and Easter
at MCCNY!

HOLY WEEK and

Easter
“A Year of Fresh Beginnings! ”

Holy Thursday, March 24th: 7pm Taize Service   
Rev. Dr. Edgard Francisco Danielsen-Morales and John Fischer

Good Friday, March 25th: 7pm Stations of the Cross 
Choral Reading of the Passion/Lavender Light Gospel Choir/The Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson, preaching

Holy Saturday, March 26th: 
3pm Easter Awards Banquet  
Union Theological Seminary

7pm Easter Vigil Liturgy  
Reading of Salvation History and Lighting of the New Fire/The Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson, preaching

Easter Sunday, March 27th: 11am Service of the Resurrection!
One Service only! Gala Reception! The Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson, preaching!
Special Offering received to support the Global Justice Institute


